OLD BUSINESS -- Headlines from last Friday while we were in class.

Kyoto II.


“A United Nations document on ‘climate change’ that will be distributed to a major environmental conclave next week envisions a huge reordering of the world economy, likely involving trillions of dollars in wealth transfer, millions of job losses and gains, new taxes, industrial relocations, new tariffs and subsidies, and complicated payments for greenhouse gas abatement schemes and carbon taxes — all under the supervision of the world body.”


Q. From whom will wealth be transferred?


A.  From you and me.


Q. To whom will wealth be transferred?


A. To nations of a voting block in the UN who outnumber us.

Carbon Trading (also called Cap and Trade) . 


"A central authority sets a limit, or cap, on the amount of a pollutant that can be emitted.   Companies that need to increase their emission allowance must buy credits from those who pollute less."

        On a micro-economic level, that is, as individuals, AlGore must buy a tree to offset his jet plane.  On a macro-economic level, in world terms, the industrial US must buy from pastoral Zimbabwe.  ie. make payments from rich countries to poor counties who are thereby discouraged from industrializing and improving the lot of their people.


Let’s go back to the concept level.   Who sets limits. How are they set?  Set on whom?  Who pays and who collects payments (lobbyists?)   You do realize that Richard Nixon destroyed the American auto industry by making a deal with Japan to get their permission to keep military bases to thwart Red China.  These kinds of diplomacy are "management factors" applied to the impossibility in calculated numbers in setting caps and trades.


What will the world temperature be in one hundred years?  Answer, warmer.  Would it not be better to address specific problems with those trillions of dollars spent in 2010s and 20s.


When I was young, a million was spelled with an "M".  Then they changed the spelling be with a "B". Now it is spelled with a "T".


Consider this a silly sounding example.  Every person is allotted a comfort level.  If you are not cold in winters, then you are required to buy an air conditioner for everybody who is too warm.  This program is to be administered by a collective of equatorial countries.  Now after smiling at this silliness; please consider the logic more seriously and see how closely it follows with world politics.

Why do we think the world is changing?


"The Winter of 1938 was coldest ever in 43 states recording below average temperatures. One town in Iowa, the average winter temperature was -31 °F.”  Followed, of course, by floods.  This seems to make our current winters seem warm.

But three years previous, on July 24, 1935, the dust bowl heat wave reaches its peak, sending temperatures in Chicago, Illinois, to a record-high 109°F.  This was followed the next year by the  Summer of 1936 which set Heat Wave records that still stand, drought destroyed  crops and caused 5,000 heat related deaths.  Makes last summer seem chilly.
Comfort is subjective.
