4 . ARCTIC -- Expand on the topics raised in the text

There are essentially two topics -- "The Russians are coming" and "the Ice is Melting". 

Russians Claim North Pole.

See discussion of Exclusive Economic Zone in handout EEZ.doc. About 20% of oil and gas reserves are in the Arctic. 

MOSCOW (AP) - Friday, 27March (while we were in Energy class.).


"Russia is planning to create a dedicated military force to help protect its interests in the disputed Arctic region.  The presidential Security Council has released a document outlining government policy for the Arctic that includes creating a special group of military forces. 


"Russia, the United States, Canada and other northern countries are trying to assert jurisdiction over the Arctic. The dispute has intensified amid growing evidence that the shrinking polar ice is opening up new shipping lanes and allowing natural resources to be tapped.”

U.S. Coast Guard

Arctic Overview -- a 41 page PDF presentation. http://www.uscg.mil/D17/ArcticOverview.pdf 


Tidbits: 

· USCG made part of Dept of Homeland Security - emphasis on drug interdiction on US southern borders and harbor security from suitcase nukes.

· No commercial fishing in Arctic -- awaiting NPFNC decision. Yet USCG webpage reports rescue of fishing boats there? 

· NW Passage above Canada at about 74 degrees is now open – between islands 

· Russian Passage has land pushing further north to Cape Chelyuskin 77.7 degrees which retains a closed stretch – hence need for ice breakers. 
· New Arctic Ocean route from railheads at Murmansk, Russia, to Churchill, Manitoba (bottom of Hudson Bay). 

· Coast Guard aware of need to extend existing Southern Alaska operations into Arctic Sea. 

· USCG needs 3-4 new icebreakers, 7-9 ice hardened patrol ships, forward operating bases, a marine pollution response capability, Arctic domain awareness and Arctic communications capability (patrol force) for a start 

· [Needless to say, we are unprepared for an armed confrontation over Arctic borders.] 

Ice Breakers

· USCGC Polar Star (WAGB-10) -- 399 feet icebreaker is able to ram her way through ice up to 21 feet (6 m) thick and steam continuously through 6 feet (1.8 m) of ice at 3 knots. As of June 30, 2006, Polar Star has been placed in a caretaker status with a reduced crew of 34 for maintenance. 

· USCGC Polar Sea (WAGB-11) -- 399-foot Coast Guard icebreaker is capable of conducting a variety of missions and is designed to operate in both Polar Regions. The Polar Sea is capable of breaking up to 20 feet of ice. The Polar Sea was commissioned in 1978 and is a conventionally-powered heavy icebreaker with a crew of 143. First time the ship has operated north of the Arctic Circle in ten years was a three week patrol Nov-Dec'08. 

· USCGC Healy (WAGB-20) -- 420 feet comm. Aug 2000;. 76 crew plus 50 scientists. Designed to break 4.5 feet of ice continuously at three knots, maximum 8 feet. Newest, used for Antarctic science. All three (2) US heavy icebreakers are home ported in Seattle, Washington. 

· USCGC also has six light icebreakers for Great Lakes and harbors. 

· All US ice breakers are conventionally powered. Larger nuclear powered icebreakers are in use by Russia -- seven (of 10 built) are still in service. These can break ice all the way to the North Pole (1977). Plus older conventionally powered breakers. New construction halted by economic of breakup of Soviet 

· Nations with more heavy icebreakers than the US include Finland, Russia, Sweden.   Canada has two heavy ice breakers, five regular, and 15 light ice breakers. 

Arctic Shipping.

About 400 ships per month transit into the Bering Sea though the Aleutian Islands on the North Pacific route, not to Alaska. (Great Circle route between Canada and Asia.) 
Designs for ice protected tankers and container ships are underway. 

Three cruise ships came through the Northwest Passage last summer without advance notice of arrival.  Barrow, Alaska, was genuinely surprised to have 400 German-speaking tourists descend on them with no notice. 

Coast Guard has no capabilities north of the port of Nome to handle tourist ship sinking, tankers frozen in ice and splitting open, or tank farms eroding into the sea. In 2007 air patrols began with C-130 Hercules -- learned they had to heat their fuel tanks because jet fuel gelled.  Pretty amateur. 

National policy of how to balance reasonable development with protection of the environments is not a Coast Guard decision. Once a decision is made the Coast Guard's obligation is to provide maritime safety and security for that decision. 

United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea
Part XI "provides for a regime relating to minerals on the seabed outside any state's territorial waters or EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zones). It establishes an International Seabed Authority (ISA) to authorize seabed exploration and mining and collect and distribute the seabed mining royalty." 
This says that a collective owns the seabed and is not subject to free enterprise. The US is the largest maritime nation, (the largest EEZ, largest navy, largest commerce) and considers free access paramount and does not want to give up 70% of the world to a committee of not always friendly. 

Other issues: 
Requirement that submarines travel on the surface. A provision that fishing must take place of quota or allow others to do it (ie. enforced over-harvest). Right to tax and spend external to any nation or nation’s interests . Right to seize intellectual property (ex. sonar technology).  Create a bureaucracy. However, both Bush and Clinton favor signing as if gives a forum for international resolution of issues. 
    Example : "On April 11, 2006, the 5-Member UNCLOS Annex VII Arbitral Tribunal, rendered after two years of international judicial proceedings, the Barbados/Trinidad and Tobago Award, which resolved the maritime boundary delimitation (in the East, Central and West sectors) to satisfaction of both Parties and committed Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago to resolve their fisheries dispute by means of concluding a new Fisheries Agreement."   -- Well, isn't that special? 

Alaskan Natives

There are 229 recognized tribes in Alaska . 
Total Native population ~106,660 (2006) [Approx half the population of Des Moines.] 

Arctic Slope is the name of the most northern region. It contains seven tribal villages coordinated with the Artic Slope Native Association with a population 5.453 in 2000. [One ward in Marshalltown.] All are in coastal villages except Atkasook. 

Anaktuvuk Pass 
Atkasook 
Barrow     http://www.ukpik.com/ (largest town, population 4,500, many native) 
Nuigsut 
Point Hope 
Point lay 
Wainwright 

Book makes an issue of Arctic having native people rights -- you decide. 
Creative Retirement – Great Decisions – April 3, 2009

http://www.manorweb.com/creative/2009/icemelt.doc
