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EEZ is not defined in the book.  It means Exclusive Economic Zone and is almost synonymous with 200 mile limit which is measured from the low-water coastline.  This is far beyond the Territorial Waters that are in the 12 mile limit -- the range of a canon at the time the rule was made.  It had been 3-miles earlier.


There may be significant inland marine waters included within the territorial boundaries -- such as Hudson Bay in Canada.  Recall the Libyan claim to the Gulf of Sidra that was settled by a US aircraft carrier that considered it International Waters and shot down complaining Libyan fighters.  Canada's north has so many islands that her territorial waters exceed their EEZ waters.  Whereas island countries have greatly extended EEZ compared to their territorial limit.  New Zealand’s EEZ is 15 times their territorial waters.  Any island becomes the center of a 400 mile diameter claim.

The largest claimed EEZ nations are:


1. The USA has a large coastline, wide shelf, the Aleutian Islands run over 1000 miles and we have isolated islands in Pacific.


2. France with islands all over three oceans


3. Australia has a big coast, large continental shelf and islands.


4. Russia has a large coast, large continental shelf in the Arctic and Bering seas that was once dry land during the ice age.  Russia is now claiming ridges to North Pole as extensions of the continental shelf with 200 mile radiating from them, not just the Asian mainland.


5. Canada has a big coast and islands in the Artic and wraps north of Greenland.


6. Japan -- islands like Okinawa chain that is almost to Formosa,, Vocanic Islands (Iwo Jima), Markus.  They want Russian claimed islands in Bering Sea.

7. New Zealand has shelf and islands 15 times their land area.


8. UK has such islands as Bermuda, Falklands, Pitcarairn left over from her Empire.


9. Brazil has large coast, Atlantic shelf and islands out into the S. Atlantic


10. Mexico surrounds most of the Caribbean.


The United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea, latest is 1982, acknowledges EEZ and allows 200 miles to include the air above and seabed below. I suspect this is to meliorate the close-in territorial claims and fishing rights and pushed any conflict far to sea.  The continental shelf is considered an extension of a continent, hence is territorial waters of adjacent countries.  The large US Atlantic continental shelf and the shallow Caribbean is an example to our benefit.  But oil, gas, and minerals can now be extracted from deeper seas and the conflicting claims that are further to sea are coming to the surface.
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Common EEZ conflicts:  


Cod Wars between UK and Iceland


Turkey and Greece are in constant conflict.


Adriatic Sea which was a lake during the ice age can be claimed by multiple countries.  So was the Baltic Sea a lake and can be claimed too.


South China Sea – the Spratly Islands have oil and China claims the whole

Sea because she claims the many island groups by ancient right and current military patrols.  Hainan island is a naval stronghold   Recall a few weeks ago a USN survey vessel doing sonar mapping 75 miles offshore was assaulted by Red China.  And a USN
monitoring aircraft was damaged there a few years ago while tracking a new ChiCom nuclear submarine.

The continental shelves can run 950 miles from the low water mark in the Arctic and Russia has claimed that land as her territorial waters and pushed their EEZ out an additional 200 miles from there.  Whereas 200 mile limit does not grant ownership,
continental shelf seems to.

So we need a definition of continental shelf which can extend from zero to 350 miles from the low water mark.  In general, a continental shelf is up to 150 meters deep, shallow of angle up to 1/2 degree and not part of the deep water basin.  This definition recognizes that such shelves are remnants of the last ice age when waters were 100 to 120 meters shallower than today.

  Can you see any conflicts here?  If a ridge runs out from shore, is this a continental shelf?  Does the 200 mile EEZ extend out from all sides of that ridge.  If there is another ridge 400 miles away does that support a claim to include all the seas between them.  Ahh, the issue is not only geological, but political / diplomatic. 


An example coming up in May.  Rockall is a single rock extending 70 feet into the air between Scotland and Iceland in the Northern Atlantic sea routes and prime fishing waters.  Other neighboring countries include Ireland and Denmark (for the Faeroe Islands).   Issues before the four nations:   Do uninhabitable rocks count as land?   But England has built a sentinel post and had a survivalist spend 6 weeks there.  Can the rock be claimed as a radii for EEZ or is it an extension of the Continental shelf encompassing all seabed to the UK, Ireland and Faeroes.  [All agree the rock is not owned, but all claim the shallows as their continental shelf.]

For those reading my Mankind website, http://www.manorweb.com/mankind/, this was all once dry land connected to Ireland.  A person could walk from Spain to Cornwall, to Ireland, out to Rockall, and back north of Scotland to Norway and all the way across Russia, Siberia, Alaska and Canada to Greenland during those cold days before global warming.
http://www.manorweb.com/creative/2009/eez.doc

